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The University of Chicago Undergraduate Philosophy Review is a student-run journal 
committed to publishing the best representatives of undergraduate philosophical 
writing from around the country. These articles are chosen based on their original-
ity, lucidity, and rigor by a staff of undergraduate editors and reviewers at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. By producing a journal which is led by and publishes articles by 
undergraduates, we hope to contribute to the strengthening of the undergraduate 
philosophical community, both at the University of Chicago and nationwide. We 
especially aim to provide a voice to undergraduate work on topics underrepresented 
in mainstream philosophical discourse.

In this and in future editions, we plan to include articles on general subject matter 
as well as articles on a specific theme (such that this theme will “flavor” the journal 
issue as a whole). The “flavor” for this inaugural 2014 issue is women in philoso-
phy, where this includes work on feminist philosophy and female philosophers. By 
showcasing work in this area, we aim to further efforts promoting inclusivity and 
diversity in the discipline.

In “Hustling for Empowerment”, Laura Katsnelson (Michigan) investigates how 
strategic ignorance has been employed to combat oppression in Puerto Rico and 
argues for a new, more effective mode of strategic ignorance (“hustling”). In “Gen-
dered Scientific Mythology”, Kevin Kadowaki (Loyola) offers a critique of the way 
we think of women in science, and argues that the genre of biographical myth can 
be productively appropriated by those combating gender disparities in the sciences. 
In “Hylomorphic Substance and Ontological Dependence”, Colin Bradley (Chi-
cago) examines the relation between substance and its form and matter, suggesting 
a criterion for substance which allows it to be both hylomorphic and ontologically 
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independent. In “Adding Nuance to Social Justice”, Gillian Tisdale (Smith) cri-
tiques Linda Martín Alcoff ’s rejection of speaking “for” others in favor of speaking 
“with”, arguing that we need to rethink the role speaking “for” others can serve in 
social justice contexts. Finally, in “The Zen of Wittgenstein”, Sam McGrath (Chi-
cago) uses Buddhist texts to develop a new account of the ethical significance of 
Wittgenstein’s Tractatus.

—The Editorial Board
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